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Roads, bridges, has Biden selling big infrastructure deal 


LA CROSSE, Wis. (AP) — 
President Joe Biden de- 
clared there is an urgent 
need for a "generational 
investment’ in the nation's 
infrastructure, as he looked 
to sell voters Tuesday on 
the economic benefits of 
the $973 billion bipartisan 
package that still faces an 
uncertain future in Con- 
gress. 

Biden traveled to La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, POpuIa- 
tion 52,000, and toured its 
public transit center, high- 
lighting projects — includ- 
ing hybrid buses and road 
repair equioment — that 
would receive additional 
funding from the infrastruc- 
ture bill. He argued that 


the package, which is held ois ~ ———) 
together in large part by = —— ie, 
the promise of millions of 


new jobs, is a way for the | 
United States to assert both §& | te Am 









































the principles of democ- ‘ | | 3 r 
racy and the economic ; s a ial ii Nae 3 
might that can come from ® - wr 
dramatic investments in President Joe Biden arrives to speak about infrastructure spending at the La Crosse Municipal Transit Authority, Tuesday, June 29, 
the country's future. 2021, in La Crosse, Wis. 
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Continued from Front 

"This deal isn't just the sum 
of its parts. It's a signal to 
ourselves, and to the world, 
that American democracy 
can come through and de- 
liver for all our people," said 
Biden. ‘America has always 
been propelled into the 
future by landmark invest- 
ments." 

He said there Is a critical 
need to improve crum- 
bling infrastructure — from 
overwhelmed power grids 
to lead-filled water pipes 
to traffic-clogged roads — 
and stressed that a plan 
needs to be ambitious to 
not only improve Ameri- 
cans’ daily lives now but 
also to combat the grow- 
ing challenges of climate 
change. 

"We're not just tinkering 


WEDNESDAY 30 JUNE 2021 |UP FRONT 





eo ee 
ee ae 
| - 


= f\ 
4 


NTERNATIONAL 


~COLOMBIAN EMERALDS" 


Bring home more than a memory. 


kate spade 


Jewelry Boutique NEW YORK 


* 


& a 





2 Sl 


President Joe Biden participates in a tour of the La Crosse Mu- 
nicipal Transit Authority with Adam Loreniz, Transit Manager, La 
Crosse Municipal Transit Utility, left, and Laurie Nederloe, bus 
driver for La Crosse MTU, Tuesday, June 29, 2021, in La Crosse, 


Wis. 


around the edges,” Biden 
said. 

He also made his pitch in 
personal terms, reminiscing 
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about driving a bus dur- 
ing law school and noting 
the 1972 traffic accident 
that killed his first wife and 
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Invitation to Bid: 
“Main Restaurant & Bar Lease Opportunity" 


The Costa Linda Beach Resort has a Restaurant & Bar Lease opportunity. 


The restaurant is situated inside the Resort, on Eagle Beach. 


Costa Linda is now accepting private “closed bid proposals” from any interested 
parties that have a successful restaurant operation with a minimum of five (3) years’ 


experience. 
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daughter, as he called for 
improvements to make the 
nation's roads safer. 

The visit to Wisconsin was 
the beginning of what the 
White House has declared 
would be a series of presi- 
dential trips to sell the bipar- 
tisan bill — and to reassure 
the nervous Republicans 
who helped craft if. 

‘im going to be out there 
making the case for the 
American people until this 
job is done, until we bring 
this bipartisan bill Nome,” 
said the president, though 
he allowed that "there will 
be more disagreements to 
be resolved, more compro- 
mises’ to be made. 

The process briefly fell into 
disarray late last week as 
Biden suggested the deal 
would be held up until he 
also received a separate 
package for infrastructure, 
jobs and education that 
would be determined sole- 
ly by Democrats through 
the budget reconciliation 
Orocess. 

Biden said Saturday that 
this was not a veto threat, 
and by Sunday the pack- 
age appeared back on 
track. But there were still 
anxieties on both sides of 
the aisle. 

Some Republicans have 
questioned the wisdom of 
signing onto a_ bipartisan 
bill if if is linked to a party- 
line reconciliation bill that 
will contain a host of Dem- 
ocratic priorities. And GOP 
Senate Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell, who has often de- 
clared his steadfast opposi- 
tion to the Biden agenda, 
has questioned the pro- 
cess. 

Meanwhile, a balancing 
act awaited among Dem- 
ocrats as well: Some more 
liberal members of the 
party have urged Biden to 
oush for a Democrats-only 
reconciliation bill at least 
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as large as his previously 
stated $4 trillion goal, while 


some more moderate 
members have signaled 
they'd want a much small- 
er number. With the Senate 
deadlocked 50-50, with ties 
broken by Vice President 
Kamala Harris, the White 
House can't afford to lose a 
single vote. 

As Biden trumpeted the 
deal in public, the White 
House also furiously worked 
behind the scenes to keep 
it on the tracks. 

Senior West Wing aides 
have had calls this week 
with more than 60 Demo- 
cratic and Republican 
members and chiefs of 
staff and other aides, White 
House Press Secretary Jen 
Psaki told reporters Tuesday 
aboard Air Force One en 
route to Wisconsin. And she 
said the White House was 
going dlong with the time- 
line outlined by Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Chuck Schum- 
er, who has said he wants 
to have both packages on 
the floor for debate next 
month. 

An_ internal White House 
memo highlights how the 
administration contends 
the largest investment in 
transportation, water sys- 
tems and services in near- 
ly a century would boost 
growth. The memo notes 
that the total package Is 
four times the size of the 
infrastructure = investment 
made a dozen years ago 
in resoonse to the Great 
Recession and the biggest 
since Franklin D. Roosevelt's 
New Deal in the 1930s. 

It also emphasizes an anal- 
ysis suggesting that 90% 
of the jobs generated by 
the soending could go to 
workers without college 
degrees, a key shiff as a 
majority of net job gains 
before the pandemic went 
to college graduates.) 
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U.S.: Big drop in eaarcartt kids at largest emergency shelter 


By JULIE WATSON and AMY 
TAXIN 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 
number of migrant children 
housed at the Biden ad- 
ministration's largest emer- 
gency shelter for those who 
crossed the  U.S.-Mexico 
border alone has dropped 
by more than 40% since 
mid-June, a top U.S. offi- 
cial said Monday, touting 
progress at the facility that 
has been criticized by child 
welfare advocates. 

Health and Human Servic- 
es Secretary Xavier Becer- 
ra told reporters that 790 
boys were housed at Fort 
Bliss Army base in El Paso, 
Texas, and the last girl left 
Monday. All the girls were 
reunited either with rela- 
tives in the U.S. or a spon- 
sor such as a family friend 
or sent to licensed facilities, 
which have a higher stan- 
dard of care, according to 
the agency responsible for 
caring for migrant children. 
In mid-June, the administra- 
tion reported about 2,000 
boys and girls were at the 
Fort Bliss facility amid child 
welfare advocates’ con- 
cerns about inadequate 
conditions. A high of 4,800 
children were housed there 
in May. 

Becerra said his agency 
was evaluating whether 
it can close some of the 
emergency shelters that 





In this March 30, 2021, file photo, young minors lie inside a pod at the Donna Department of Home- 
land Security holding facility, the main detention center for unaccompanied children in the Rio 
Grande Valley run by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), in Donna, Texas. 


the government opened in 
the spring as record num- 
bers of unaccompanied 
children crossed the bor- 
der. He declined to say 
whether Fort Bliss would be 
among them. “Because 
we've been successful In 
managing the flow, we 
are prepared to begin the 
demobilization of several 
of our emergency intake 
sites, Becerra said. 

He made his second visit 
to Fort Bliss since it opened 


in March and said more 
services and staffing have 
been added, including 
case managers who have 
heloed get children re- 
leased to relatives in the 
U.S. or placed in licensed 
facilities more quickly. 

IN transcripts of interviews 
done by afttorneys and 
filed in federal court in Los 
Angeles last week, migrant 
children described their 
desperation to get out 
of Fort Bliss and the other 
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large shelters set up by the 
Biden administration. 

The children were inter- 
viewed from March to June 
by attorneys monitoring a 
longstanding — settlement 
governing custody condi- 
tions for migrant children. 
Some of the children said 
they did not know if any- 
one was working to reunite 
them with their families, giv- 
ing them anxiety. Others did 
not have enough access to 
a mental health counselor, 


had trouble sleeping be- 
cause lights were kept on 
at night and were avoiding 
meals because the food 
smelled foul. Several said 
they spent their days sleep- 
ing and had been in the 
facilities, like Fort Bliss, for 
more than a month. 

Vice President Kamala Har- 
ris visited El Paso on Friday, 
and her sookeswoman, Sy- 
mone Sanders, told report- 
ers that President Joe Biden 
has instructed Becerra to 
"do a thorough investiga- 
tion’ and report back about 
the conditions in the tent 
camp at Fort Bliss, which 
advocates have called 
particularly troubling. 

"The administration is taking 
this very seriously. Extremely 
seriously," Sanders said. 

A White House official said 
later Friday that conditions 
have improved, adding 
that Biden did not order 
a formal investigation re- 
quest and that the agency 
was already looking into 
the facility. 

Shaw Drake, staff attorney 
and policy counsel for the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union of Texas, applauded 
the reduction in the number 
of children housed at Fort 
Bliss but Questioned why it 
has taken this long to see 
real progress in releasing 
kids from the government's 
unlicensed shelters.LJ} 





Supreme Court says no 


By MARK SHERMAN 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court ruled Tues- 
day that the government 
can indefinitely detain cer- 
tain immigrants who say 
they will face persecution 
or torture if they are deport- 
ed to their native countries. 
Over the dissent of three lib- 
eral justices, the court held 
6-3 that the immigrants are 
not entitled to a hearing 
about whether they should 
be released while the gov- 
ernment evaluates their 
claims. 

Justice Samuel Alito wrote 
for the court that "those 
aliens are not entitled to a 
bond hearing." 

The case involves people 
who had been previously 
deported and, when de- 
tained after re-entering 


the United States illegally, 
claimed that they would 
be persecuted or tortured 
if sent back. One man is a 
citizen of El Salvador who 
said he was immediately 
threatened by a gang af- 
ter being deported from 
the US. 


An immigration — officer 
determined that the im- 
migrants had a ‘reason- 


able fear’ for their safety if 
returned to their countries, 
setting in motion an evalu- 
ation process that can take 
months or years. 

The issue for the court was 
whether the government 
could hold the immigrants 
without having an immigra- 
tion Judge weigh in. The im- 
migrants and the Trump ad- 
ministration, which briefed 
and argued the case be- 


fore President Joe Biden's 
inauguration in January, 
pointed to different provi- 
sions of immigration law to 
make their respective cas- 
es. 

Alito, in his opinion for the 
court, wrote that the ad- 
ministration's argument 
that the relevant provi- 
sion does not provide for 
a bond hearing was more 
persuasive. 

In dissent, Justice Stephen 
Breyer saw it differently. 
"But why would Congress 
want to deny a bond hear- 
ing to individuals who rea- 
sonably fear persecution or 
torture, and who, as a re- 
sult, face proceedings that 
may last for many months 
or years... | can find no 
satisfactory answer to this 
question,’ Breyer wrote. 


right to hearing for some immigrants 





The U.S. Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021. 


The federal appeals court 
in Richmond, Virginia, had 
ruled in the immigrants’ fa- 
vor, but other appellate 
courts had sided with the 
government. Tuesday's 
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decision sets a_ nation- 
wide rule, but one that 
affects what lawyers for 
the immigrants called a 
relatively small subset of 
noncitizens.L) 
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Condo board boss warned of ih 3 damage before collapse 


te Ww i 


By CURT ANDERSON and 
BERNARD CONDON 
Associated Press 

Weeks before a_ Florida 
condo building collapsed, 
the president of its board 
wrote that structural prob- 
lems identified in a 2018 
inspection had "gotten sig- 
nificantly worse" and own- 
ers needed to pay a hefty 
price to get them fixed. 
The April 9 "Dear Neighbors" 
letter from Champlain Tow- 
ers South Condominium 
President Jean Wodhnicki 
hinted at an ongoing de- 
bate over the repairs and a 
reluctance by some condo 
owners to pay for major 
work that would cost at 
least $15.5 million. 

"A lot of this work could 
have been done or 
planned for in years gone 
by. But this is where we are 
now, she wrofe in the let- 
ter, which was confirmed 
to The Associated Press by 
a sookesman for the condo 
board. 

Wodnicki noted costs had 
increased since an Octo- 
ber 2018 report by engi- 
neering firm Morabito Con- 
sultants first identified key 
issues with weakening con- 
crete, and she predicted 
they would only grow more 
if out off any longer. 
‘Indeed the observable 
damage such as in the ga- 
rage has gotten significant- 
ly worse since the initial in- 
soection,"” Wodnicki wrote. 
"The concrete deterioration 





Search and rescue teams look for survivors at the Champlain Towers South residential condo, 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021, in Surfside, Fla. 


is accelerating." 

"It is impossible to know the 
extent of the damage to 
the underlying rebar until 
the concrete is opened up. 
Oftentimes the damage Is 
more extensive than can 
be determined by inspec- 
tion of the surface," she 
wrote. 

She added, ‘| acknowl- 
edge that we are talking 
about a huge project and 
a very large assessment. 
The longer we wait, the 
higher the bids will be." 
Wodnicki did not immedi- 
ately resoond to phone, 
email and text messages 
seeking comment. 


Just over two months later 
and with bids for the work 
still pending, the 12-story 
Champlain Towers South 
building in Surfside came 
tumbling down early last 
Thursday. While the struc- 
tural problems from the 
2018 inspection have 
come under intense scruti- 
ny, no definitive cause has 
been identified for the col- 
lapse that has left at least 
11 people confirmed dead 
and more than 150 unac- 
counted for. 

The Morabito report fo- 
cused attention on the pool 
deck, which was found to 
have waterproofing under- 


Associated Press 


neath that had failed and 
had been laid flat instead 
of sloping to drain off wa- 
ter. This threatened not 
only the concrete slab un- 
der the pool but also other 
concrete structural areas. 

The inspection was an early 
part of a process mandat- 
ed by Miami-Dade County 
that all buildings undergo 


recertification — which 
would include any neces- 
sary repairs — once they 


reach 40 years of age. 
Champlain Towers South 
was completed in 1981. 

Just a month after Morab- 
ito presented his findings 
in 2018, a Surfside build- 


ing official assured board 
members that the building 
was "in very good shape," 
according to minutes from 
that meeting. 

The condominium associa- 
tion pegged the total re- 
pdir and restoration cost 
at $16.2 million — counting 
items added since the 2018 
Morabito inspection — that 
would be defrayed in part 
with about $707,000 the as- 
sociation had in cash on 
hand. That left the owners 
with a bill of $15.5 million, 
with individual assessments 
ranging from $80,000 for a 
one-bedroom unit fo more 
than $300,000 for a pent- 
house. 

"For those who believe we 
are assessing too much, 
this shows that we are ac- 
tually under-assessing a bit, 
according to estimates,’ 
Wodnicki wrote. 

The letter also shows that, 
in April, a bid package for 
the major concrete and 
waterproofing work was still 
being discussed. The plan 
was to open those bids on 
June 8, but it's not clear 
from documents released 
to date whether that hap- 
pened. 

The bill for the repairs was 
a big topic of conversation 
among residents. "A lot of 
people were complaining, 
especially the old people 
living there," said condo 
owner Rosalia Cordaro, 
who was in New York when 
the building collapsed. LJ 





Facebook message leads to warrant in years-old rape claim 





In this April 7, 2021 file photo, Shannon Keeler poses for a portrait 
in the United States. 


By MARYCLAIRE DALE 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Av- 
thorities in Pennsylvania 


Associated Press 


on Tuesday filed an arrest 
warrant in a 2013 campus 
attack at Gettysburg Col- 
lege, nearly eight years af- 


ter the woman went To po- 
lice and a year after she re- 
ceived an online message 
that said, "So | raped you." 
Police say they are looking 
for 28-year-old lan Cleary 
of Saratoga, California, but 
had not yet located him. 
The affidavit filed with the 
warrant accuses Cleary of 
stalking 18-year-old Shan- 
non Keeler at a party in De- 
cember 2013, following her 
home to her dorm and then 
sexually assaulting her. 

As he apologized and fled, 
Keeler texted friends on 
campus ‘OMG please Help 
me," according to the war- 
rant. 

Keeler had discussed the 
experience — and her long 
push for charges — in a 


recent story by The Asso- 
ciated Press that detailed 
the frequent reluctance 
among prosecutors to file 
charges in campus rape 
cases. Keeler went To po- 
lice hours after the encoun- 
ter and had arape kit done 
at a local hospital, only to 
graduate three years later 
without an arrest. Authori- 
ties at the time told her 
it was hard to prosecute 
cases when the victim had 
been drinking, she said. The 
rape kit was later lost. The 
warrant filed Tuesday was 
signed by a new county 
prosecutor, Adams County 
District Attorney Brian Sin- 
nett. Police reopened the 
case last year after Keeler 
came forward with a series 


of online messages that 
appeared to come from 
Cleary's Facebook dac- 
count. Police then linked 
the account to Cleary 
through a matching cell 
phone number, according 
to the affidavit. 

The AP previously did not 
name Cleary because po- 
lice had not confirmed they 
were investigating him, and 
was unable to reach him. 
Now that the arrest warrant 
has been issued, The AP is 
using his name. 

A cell phone linked to 
Cleary rang unanswered 
Tuesday and did not have 
voice mail. A message left 
at a number associated 
with his father was not im- 
mediately returned.L) 
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Top U.S. general says maCUGDy | in Afghanistan deteriorating 


By KATHY GANNON 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— The US.'s foo general in 
Afghanistan on Tuesday 
gave a sobering assess- 
ment of the country's de- 
teriorating security situation 
as America winds down its 
so-called "forever war." 
Gen. Austin S. Miller said the 
rapid loss of districts around 
the country to the Taliban 
— several with significant 
strategic value — Is worrl- 
some. He also cautioned 
that the militias deployed 
to help the beleaguered 
national security forces 
could lead the country into 
civil war. 

Miller told a small group 
of reporters in the Afghan 
capital that for now he has 
the weapons and the ca- 
pability to aid Afghanistan's 
National Defense and Se- 
curity Forces. 

“What | don't want to do Is 
speculate what that (sup- 
port) looks like in the future," 
he said. 

White House Press Secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said in meet- 
ings at the White House 
last week with President 
Ashraf Ghani and Abdul- 
lah Abdullah — the Afghan 
official tasked with making 
peace with the Taliban — 
President Joe Biden said 
the U.S. was committed to 
humanitarian and security 
assistance to Afghanistan. 
But the president also said 
that keeping U.S. soldiers 
in Afghanistan defied a 
peace deal the Trump 
administration negotiated 
with the Taliban and that 
wasnt a risk he was pre- 
oared fo take. 

"Given the timeline set by 
the prior administration, 
that if we did not withdraw 
our troops, U.S. men and 
women would be facing 
fire from on the ground and 
that was not something as 
the commander in chief, 
that he felf was accept- 
able," Psaki said. 
Washington signed a 
peace deal with the Tal- 
iban in February 2020. It laid 
out the promise of a USS. 
withdrawal and commit- 
ments by the Taliban to en- 
sure Afghanistan does not 
harbor militants that can 
attack the United States. 
The details of those com- 
mitments have never been 
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U.S. Army Gen. Aietin S. Miller, tiie U.S.'s icp wenerdl in Afghanistan, speaks to Hicunalldts at the 


Resolute Support headquarters, in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, June 29, 2021. 


made public. 

The Taliban have accused 
Washington of breaking the 
agreement, which called 
for all troops to be out by 
May 1, the date the final 
withdrawal began. U.S. of- 
ficials have said the Taliban 
have made some progress, 
but it's not clear whether 
the insurgent group has 
kept its end of the deal. 
The insurgent group issued 
orders tO commanders 
against allowing foreign 
fighters among their ranks, 
but evidence continues to 
surface that non-Afghans 
are on the battlefield. 

Still, Miller was insistent that 
only a political solution will 
bring peace to the war-tor- 
tured nation. 

"It is a political settlement 
that brings peace to ATf- 
ghanistan. And it's not just 
the last 20 years. It's really 
the last 42 years," he said. 
Miller was referring to not 
only the U.S. war but that 
of Russia's 10-year OCCUu- 
pation that ended in 1989. 
That conflict was followed 
by a brutal civil war fought 
by some of the same AT- 
ghan leaders deploying 
militias against the Taliban. 
The civil war gave rise to 
the Taliban, who took pow- 
erin 1996. 

American officials have 
said the entire pullout of 
U.S. troops will most likely 
be completed by July 4. 
But Miller refused to give 
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any date or time frame, re- 
ferring only to the Sept. 11 
timeline given by Biden in 
April when he announced 
the withdrawal of the re- 
maining 2,500-3,500 Ameri- 
can froops. 

Meanwhile, Taliban fighters 
have been over-running 
districts in rapid succes- 
sion, many of them in the 
north of the country, which 
is dominated by Afghani- 
stan's minorities. The north ts 
also the traditional strong- 
hold of many former muja- 
hedeen leaders who have 
been a dominant force in 
Afghanistan since driving 
the Taliban from power in 
2001 together with the U.S.- 
led coalition. 

Several of the districts are 
on key roads and one Is on 
the border with northern 
Tajikistan.) 
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Report: Chinese students in Australia threatened by Beijing 


By KRISTEN GELINEAU 
SYDNEY (AP) — China's 
government and its sup- 
porters have monitored, 
harassed and intimidated 
pro-democracy Chinese 
students living in Australia, 
and Australian universities 
have failed to protect the 
students’ academic free- 
doms, Human Rights Watch 
said in a report published 
Wednesday. 

The fear caused by the 
intimidation — which_ in- 
cludes classmates report- 
ing the students activities 
to Chinese officials — has 
intensified in recent years, 
according to the report. 
Terrified of reprisals against 
their families in China, 
many Chinese = students 
and academics in Australia 
now censor their behavior, 
despite being thousands of 
kilometers (miles) from Bel- 


jing. 

"It was really heartbreaking 
how alone these students 
were and how vulnerable 
they are so far from home 
and feeling this lack of pro- 
tection from the university," 
said Sophie McNeill, Austra- 
lia researcher for Human 
Rights Watch and the re- 
port's author. "Universities 
really fear a backlash from 
Beijing, so rather than dis- 
cuss these issues openly, 





In this Dec 1, 2020, file photo, students walk around the University of New South Wales campus in 


Sydney, Australia. 


they are swept under the 
carpet. But we think they 
no longer can be.’ 

In three cases, police in 
China visited or asked to 
meet with the families of 
students because of the 
students’ activities in Aus- 
tralia, according to the re- 
port, based on interviews 
with 24 pro-democracy stu- 
dents from mainiand China 
and Hong Kong, and 22 
academics at Australian 
Universities. Chinese du- 


thorities threatened fo jail 
one student who posted 
pro-democracy messages 
on Twitter in Australia, and 
confiscated the passport 
of another who expressed 
support for democracy in 
front of classmates in Aus- 
tralia, Human Rights Watch 
said. 

Those cases have caused 
particular alarm for Chi- 
nese students across Aus- 
tralia, McNeill said. 

"These are all one-child 
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families and they would so 
dearly love the freedom in 
Australia that other young 
people enjoy,” McNeill 
said. "But they can't, be- 
cause they live in fear of 
something happening to 
their parents." 

All students interviewed by 
the group said they were 
afraid their actions in Aus- 
tralia could prompt Chi- 
nese officials to punish or 
interrogate their families 
in China. Because of that, 
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most said they censored 
their own words and activi- 
ties in Australia. More than 
half the academics inter- 
viewed, who were either 
from China or studying Chi- 
na, said they also regularly 
censored themselves when 
talking about China. 

"This is the reality,” one stu- 
dent told Human. Rights 
Watch. "| come to Australia 
and still I'm not free." 

The issue is financially and 
diplomatically sensitive 
for Australian universities, 
which have been encour- 
aged by the government 
to build partnerships with 
China and have made bil- 
lions of dollars in the pro- 
cess. 

International education is 
one of Australia's top ex- 
ports, contributing 40 billion 
Australian dollars ($30 bil- 
lion) to the nation's econ- 
omy in 2019. Before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, more 
than 40% of all international 
students in Australia came 
from China, according to 
a 2019 report by the Centre 
for Independent Studies, 
an Australian think tank. 
But Australia's decision to 
close its borders in March 
2020 in response to the 
pandemic left foreign stu- 
dents unable to enter the 
country. LJ 





Dutch navy: Russian jets flew low over frigate in Black Sea 





In this Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2015 file photo and provided by the 
Russian Defense Ministry Press Service, a Russian Su-24 bomber 
lands at Hemeimeem air base in Syria. 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Russian fighter jets 
repeatedly flew low over 
a Dutch navy frigate in the 


Associated Press 


Black Sea last week and 
carried out "mock attacks," 
the Defense Ministry of the 
Netherlands said Tuesday. 

The incident involving the 
Dutch ship Zr. Ms. Evertsen 


happened last Thursday 
southeast of Crimea, the 
ministry said in a statement. 
It came a day after after 
Russia said one of its war- 
ships in the Black Sea fired 
warning shots and a war- 
plane dropped bombs to 
force a British destroyer out 
of an area near Crimea 
that Russia claims as its terri- 
torial waters. Britain denied 
that account and insisted 
its ship wasn't fired upon. 
The Evertsen has been pa- 
trolling in the Black Sea with 
HMS Defender, the British 
shio that was involved in 
that incident. 

Defense Minister Minister 
Ank Bijleveld-Schouten 
called the Russian actions 
“irresponsible.” 

"Evertsen has every right to 
sail there," she said. "There is 
no justification whatsoever 


for this kind of aggressive 
act, which also unneces- 
sarily increases the chance 
of accidents." 

She said the Netherlands 
would speak fo Russia 
about the incident. 

The ministry said that the 
Russian jets, armed with 
bombs and air-to-surface 
rockets flew past the frigate 
between 3:30 p.m and 8:30 
o.m. and were followed by 
“disruptions to the Evertsen's 
electronic equioment." 
Russia annexed Ukraine's 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014, 
a move not recognized by 
most countries, gaining ac- 
cess fo its long Black Sea 
coast. Russia has chafed at 
NATO warships visiting near 
Crimea as destabilizing. In 
April, if declared a broader 
area off Crimea closed to 
foreign naval ships. 


In April, Russia imposed re- 
strictions on foreign naval 
movements near Crimea 
until November in a move 
that drew strong com- 
plaints from Ukraine and 
the West. Russia rejected 
the criticism and noted the 
restrictions wouldn't inter- 
fere with commercial ship- 
ping. 

Earlier this year, Russia also 
bolstered its troops near the 
border with Ukraine and 
warned Kyiv against using 
force to reclaim control of 
the country's eastern in- 
dustrial heartland, where a 
conflict with Russia-backed 
separatists has killed more 
than 14,000 people in sev- 
en years. Moscow with- 
drew some of its forces 
after maneuvers, but Ukrai- 
nian officials say many of 
them remain.L) 
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WATER’S EDGE 


RESTAURANT & BAR 





SATURDAY / MONDAY: ANGELA FLORES / VIOLINIST / 6:30 TO 8:30 


WORLD NEWS/|>2 WEDNESDAY 30 JUNE 2021 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 7 DAYS A WEEK 


THURSDAY / FRIDAY: RICKY THOMAS / GUITARIST /7TO9 


SUNDAY / WEDNESDAY: PAULA RIDDERSTAP / SINGER / 6:30 TO 8:30 


KARAOKE / HAPPY HOUR / 9:00 TO 11:00 
TUESDAY: JEAN PAUL / SAXOPHONIST / 6:30 TO 8:30 


Happy Hour 


SUNDAY: TICO KOCK / STEEL DRUM / 4 TO6 


12to1/4to6/9to10 All premium brands 





Brazil redeploying lroops to Amazon rainforest, bans fires 


BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Bra- 
zils president is sending 
troops back to the Amazon 
rainforest to bolster policing 
against logging and other 
illegal land clearance, act- 
ing amid international criti- 
cism of a surge in defores- 
tation and just two months 
after withdrawing a similar 
military mission. Environ- 
mentalists are skeptical it 
will work. 

President Jair Bolsonaro's 
decree calls for soldiers to 
go to the states of Para, 
Amazonas, Mato Grosso 
and Rondonia through the 
end of August. The order, 
which was published Mon- 
day in Brazil's official ga- 
zette, didn't provide details 
about the number of troops 
to be deployed nor the 
cost of the operation. 

Vice President Hamilton 
Mourdo told reporters ear- 
lier this month that the de- 
ployment could be extend- 
ed beyond two months 
with the arrival of the dry 
season, when people burn 
forest to clear land for farm- 
Ing and ranching. 

A separate presidential de- 
cree on Tuesday banned 
most fires across Brazil for 
120 days, with stricter re- 
strictions in the Amazon 
and Pantanal wetlands. 
Amazon deforestation had 
edged upward for several 
years, then surged after the 
2018 election of Bolsonaro, 
who repeatedly called for 
develooment of the rain- 
forest. Tuesday's decree 
comes with Brazil in the 
midst of a historic drought, 
and follows a_=sharp_in- 
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crease in fires in both the 
Amazon and Pantanal wet- 
lands. The destruction has 
elicited an_ international 
outcry and, more recenily, 
an effort by U.S. President 
Joe Biden's administration 
to urge Bolsonaro to get 
tough on illegal logging. 
This will mark the third time 
that Bolsonaro has dis- 
patched troops to the Am- 
azon, following two "Oper- 
ation Green Brazil" deploy- 
ments, the most recent of 
which ended in April. Each 
mission involved thousands 
of soldiers. Still, environ- 
mental experts have said 
the military was ill-oreoared 
and had limited efficacy. 
The Amazonian — Environ- 
mental Research Institute, 
a Brazilian nonprofit, wel- 
comed the fire ban, but 
said the army's intervention 
was unlikely to address the 
"systemic problems that 
lead to deforestation and 
land grabbing. 

It also criticized the specif- 
ics in the decree. "When we 
announce which locations 
will be the object of an 
operation, we indicate to 
criminals where they should 
leave and where they can 
act with peace of mind,” 
the organization said in a 
statement on Tuesday. 

In 2020, deforestation in 
Brazil's Amazon reached 
a level unseen since 2008, 
according to official data. 
And 98.9% of deforestation 
had indications of illegality, 
either done near springs, 
iN protected areas or car- 
ried out without requisite 
authorization, according to 
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In this Nov. 30, 2019 file photo, a fragment of Amazon rainforest 
stands next to soy fields in Belterra, Para state, Brazil. 


data released this month 
by the MapBiomas Project, 
a network of nonprofits, 
Universities and technology 
companies that studies Bra- 
Zilian land use. Brazil's envi- 
ronmental regulator levied 
fines in just 5% of these cas- 
es, the group found. 
Marcio Astrini, executive 
secretary of the Climate 
Observatory, a network of 
environmental nonprofit 
groups, called the latest mil- 
itary deployment a "smoke- 
screen’ that will allow the 
government fo claim to 
be fighting deforestation. 
He noted a previously suc- 
cessful initiative, largely 
funded by the Norwegian 
and German governments, 
has been suspended since 
2019. 

‘The government has ad- 
opted a series of measures 
that simply destroys the 
state's monitoring Capac- 
ity, like stopping environ- 
mental fines," Astrini said. 
He added that the regu- 
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lator has also ceased de- 
stroying machinery used for 
illegal logging. 

Bolsonaro's plan fo send sol- 
diers comes as the US. ad- 
ministration has called for 
curbing Amazon defores- 


tation in order to help arrest 
climate change. Bolsonaro 
has said Brazil lacks enough 
funds to do so on its own, 
despite the fact the nation 
did so at the start of this 
century. The U.S. has made 
clear it would only be will- 
ing to contribute once Bra- 
zil registers concrete prog- 
ress, of which there has so 
far been no sign. Talks be- 
tween the U.S. and Brazil's 
environment ministry have 
stalled, three Brazilian gov- 
ernment officials told The 
Associated Press, soeaking 
on condition of anonymity 
because they werent du- 
thorized to soeak publicly. 
The decision to deploy 
troops Is partially meant to 
demonstrate the govern- 
ment's good intentions to 
the U.S., one of the officials 
added.) 





Taste limitless possibilities af Infini, where Chef Urndn Croes ond hig team 
explores without boundaries and steps with both feet outside of the box to create 
hig mos? sensational dishes yet. This meticulously designed restaurant located 
inside Blue Residences on scenic Eagle Beoch is o chet's foble concept with 
limited secting where diners ore oble to interact with the stoff and other quests 


alike throughout the evening. 


® Join us for an 


unforgettable expericnece. 





Kieserve Your Seats 


Dinner Awaits 
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NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 








NAAT molecular (PCR): 

Result in 30 minutes! 

Antigen Test: $50 
PCR Test also available | 





Make your stay on Aruba unique! 
Radisson Blu: trendy, fresh and new 


PALM BEACH — There is a new kid in town, 
or rather: a new lady named Radisson Blu 
Aruba. Radisson Blu brand originates from 
Copenhagen, Denmark, where interior de- 
sign and style live. The upper upscale ho- 
tel brand breathes the freshness of clean 
sheets, eases your mind with white and 
light wooded tones and pampers you with 
a luxury, trendy feel. This resort sets itself 
apart from the rest with huge, spacious 
rooms, impeccable service, a beach chic 
appearance and a superb location where 
everything you need is within walking dis- 
tance. The buzzling nightlife of Palm Beach 
is around the corner, the stunning white- 
sanded beaches a stone throw away! With 
special opening rates this is your chance to 
try the lady in blue! 


Fabulous facts 

132 expansive suites, which feature free Wi- 
Fi, multiole bedrooms, a spacious living room 
and dining area, and a well-equipped kitchen. 
From 1.073 to 2.147 square feet you will have a 








perfect match for a family or two couples, or 
have all the space to yourself; it is entirely up 
to you. For sweeping vistas of Aruba’s beaches, 
Upgrade to a suite located on the top floors of 
the hotel. Blu’s suites offer views of the ocean, 
island, or pool to inspire you while you relax. 


Radisson Blu offers more than most standard 
rooms, you feel you are renting a condomini- 
um with the luxury services of a hotel. On your 
way to the suite the resort shows you already 
the attention to details: the elevator space is 
Upgraded with corners of huge bamboo poles 
and trendy light bulbs incorporated in a wall of 
wooded decoration. The hallways are high and 
spacious taking you to the hip suite where the 
design is white with light wood to provide a |ux- 
ury, contemporary ambiance. The suite’s kitch- 
en Is fully equipped with an oven, dishwasher 
and kitchenware, a big family table ready to 
invite you to family breakfast or a friends gath- 
ering. You feel great, the white interior even 
accentuates the bright-blue ocean in front of 
you: inhale this Zen moment from your spacious 
balcony. 
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Have a Sunset bite 

A delightful breakfast, a scrumptious lunch or a 
delicious dinner are all possible at Sunset Bistro 
on the third floor. Here you will find a modern 
setting by the hotel’s infinity pool with amazing 
ocean views. The chef and his team are clearly 
dedicated to making you come back present- 
ing to you tasty tapas items or full entree offer- 
ings. One thing has to be said: the hotel's staff 
makes a difference. Real smiles, real attention 
and real enthusiasm is what you encounter. 
Here we are experiencing something new and 
a new place has new vibes, for you to discover. 
Go and find out why Sunset Bistro is the next 
hotspot for a bite, a drink or more. 


Water wellness 

Imagine to wake up in your spacious, stylish suite 
and after some yawning and stretching you en- 
joy a cup of Joe on your balcony where your 
eye catches the huge pool below. This is very 
inviting and your body needs this as we all know 
that water makes us feel calm. The only worries 
you will have is fo choose between the infin- 
ity pool right in front of Sunset Bistro or the big 
adult and children’s pools centered between 
the suites and main hotel building. Cindy or one 
of her colleagues from the Acqua Breeze Pool 
Bar welcome you with a big smile and Carib- 
bean flair. 


That Blu thing 

To say it all in a nutshell: this resort has a spe- 
cial something to it, you feel the difference in 
the attention, the design, the details and the 
space. To find out for yourself, you need to dive 
into the experience and most probably you will 
say like we do: it’s a Blu thing.) 


Radisson Blu Aruba 

J.E. lrausquin Boulevard 97-A 

Palm Beach, Aruba 

Tel.: +297 526 5000 

Email: reservations@radissonbluaruba.com 
Website: _hitps://www.radissonhotelsamericas. 
com/en-us/hotels/radisson-blu-aruba 
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MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 


AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 
O#ering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 
Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Hungry Piranha 
Aruba Aloe | Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
MAGNET — Perfume, Jewelry & Cosmetics 

Coming Soon: Shalom Hair & Nails Bor 





















— WIN A SHARE OF UPTO — 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 
Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play, 


Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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Caribbean Linked VI Launches Virtual Edition 


ORANJESTAD — The regional 
residency Caribbean Linked 
VI, co-managed by Ateliers 
"89 (Aruba), The Fresh Milk Art 
Platform (Barbados) and ARC 
Magazine will be changing its 
focus this year in light of the 
severe impacts that the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic has brought 
upon the lives of artists region- 
ally. Caribbean Linked VI will 
be conducting all of its pro- 
gramming and support virtually 
from July 30th - August 31st, 
2021, with live public conversa- 
tions between the artists taking 
place on Wednesday, August 
11th and Tuesday, August 31st 
from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm AST on 
each day. As usual, the resi- 
dency’s programming supports 
creatives across the French, 
Spanish, English and Dutch 
speaking Caribbean. 


Participating artists for Caribbean 
Linked VI include Claudio Arnell 
(Saint Martin), Taisha Carrington 
(Barbados), Romelinda Maldo- 
nado (Aruba), Akley Olton (St. Vin- 
cent and the Grenadines), Susana 
Pilar (Cuba), John Reno Jackson 
(Cayman Islands), Sarabel San- 
tos-Negron (Puerto Rico), Samuel 





Sarmiento (Aruba/Venezuela) and 
Béliza Troupe (Guadeloupe). 


This residency will allow the partici- 
pants to be exposed fo the prac- 
tices of other emerging Caribbean 
artists, Providing an Opportunity to 
strengthen regional connections 
and cultural understanding. This 
edition of Caribbean Linked Is be- 
ing conceptualised as a bridging 
year, with participating artists still 
scheduled to meet physically in 
August 2022 at Ateliers '89 in Oran- 
jestad, Aruba. 


Now more than ever in light of 
COVID-19, if is critical to mitigate 
isolation and use available tech- 
nologies to advance creative 
production, critical thinking and 
engagemert. This preliminary re- 
mote encounter is focused on pro- 
visioning artists with dedicated stu- 
dio time to make new works, while 
reinforcing the value of Caribbean 
artists’ practices and enabling their 
growth and development. 


The writer in residence for the virtu- 
al edition will be Ethan Knowles, an 
emerging scholar and writer from 
The Bahamas currently studying 
in Rome, Italy. This year’s soecially 
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invited curators will be Sofia Olas- 
coaga, an academic curator at 
MUAC (Museo Universitario de Arte 
Contempordaneo — UNAM) in Mex- 
ico City, where she coordinates 
Campus Expandido an academic 
programme of critical theory, and 
Miguel A. Lopez, former chief cura- 
tor of TEOR/eTica turned indepen- 
dent curator living and working in 
Lima, Peru. 

The month-long residency will be 
supported by the generous fund- 
ing provided by BankGiro Loterij 
Fonds, Mondriaan Fonds and UN- 
OCA. 


For more information or to request 
interviews with any of the partici- 
pating artists, please contact the 
Caribbean Linked Team at carib- 
beanlinked@gmail.com, and visit 
our website caribbeanlinked.com 
to learn more about all editions of 
the Caribbean Linked residency 
programme. 
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About Caribbean Linked: 

The Caribbean Linked Artist 
Residency Programme is a cru- 
cial soace for building aware- 
ness across disoarate creative 
communities of the Caribbean 
by finding ways to connect 
young and emerging artists 
with each other. Founded by 
Ateliers '89 (Aruba), The Fresh 
Milk Art Platform (Barbados) 
and ARC Magazine, this region- 
al residency project focuses on 
the sustainable develoomert, 
regional integration and critical 
education of younger artists 
while exposing artists from the 
English, Spanish, French and 
Dutch speaking Caribbean to 
each other. 


Website: caribbeanlinked.com 
Facebook: CaribbeanLinked 
Instagram: CaribbeanLinked 
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ORANJESTAD - The Depart- 
ment of Economic Affairs, 
Trade and Industry invites 
entrepreneurs through their 
Exprodesk unit to partici- 
pate in the workshop ‘Find 
your Exportable Talent!’. 


If you already serve the lo- 
cal market and want to 
learn more about expand- 
ing your business through 
export, this is your chance 
to expand your export 
knowledge. At the work- 
shop you will find Useful in- 
formation on how to enter 
the international market 
and reach a wider audi- 
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You are invited to the workshop ‘Find your Exportable Talent!’ 


This is a= virtual workshop 
(Zoom online) and will take 
place on Wednesday 7 July 
2021 at 10:00 AM. The vir- 
tual workshop is presented 
by Ms. Taiana Mora-Ramis 
from NEX Consulting. Ms. 
Mora-Ramis is an interna- 
tionally acclaimed coach. 
The workshop Is completely 
free, but registration is re- 
quired. Sign up at hitps:// 
cutt.ly/Exorodesk. 


For more information about 
this online workshop ‘Find 
Your Exportable Talent!’ 
please contact Mrs. Sharon 
Meijer at: s.meijer@deaci. 


ence globally or regionally. aw) 
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You are back and we would like to portrait you! By 
inviting you to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 








Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't that 
a special way to keep your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its 
affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 


OPEN 5:30PM - 10:00PM 


Reservations: +297 526 6612 | hiltonconcierge@depalmtours.com 


Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino 
JE. lrausquin Blyd. 81, Palm Beach, Aruba | hiltonmaruba.com | @@OG@HiltonArnuba 
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You too can reap the tax advantages of a Roth IRA 


By CHRIS DAVIS of Nerd- 
Wallet 

The trove of IRS records 
recently uncovered by 
ProPublica has confirmed 
what many have always 
suspected: Billionaires often 
enjoy a substantially lower 
tax rate than the average 
American. 

They do that by claim- 
ing losses and deductions 
that reduce their taxable 
income and by holding 
much of their wealth in in- 
vestments, which often 
arent taxed on an annual 
basis. 

The most recent example 
from ProPublica's report- 
ing: PayPal co-founder Pe- 
ter Thiel, who in 1999 had 
the privilege of purchasing 
company stock for one- 
tenth of a penny per share. 
He bought 1.7 million shares 
for just $1,700, and he did 
sO IN AG Powerhouse retire- 
ment account known as a 
Roth IRA. 

THE ROTH IRA ADVANTAGE 
It's not a coincidence that 
Thiel opted for a Roth IRA 
to hold his PayPal shares: 
Investments in a Roth IRA 
grow tax-free. In Thiel's 
case, ProPublica says that 
investment has grown to 
about $5 billion. 

Yes, that seems unfair. But 
typical Americans don't 
have to be Peter Thiel to 
take advantage of the 
Roth's tax benefits. 

"The rules really aren't dif- 
ferent for Peter, or any 
wealthy person, and the 


Tesla Model 3 regains top safety pick designations 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
Tesla's Model 3 has re- 


gained its top safety pick 


designations from two key 
groups after losing them 


recently. 
Last month Consumer Re- 
Ons OUllec iis Oo rie 


status for Tesla's Model 3 


and Y vehicles built after 


April 27, while the = Insur- 


ance Institute for Highway 


Safety planned to remove 
the vehicles’ " 
Pick Plus" designation. 

Tne US. governments 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration was 
no longer giving the Mod- 


Top Safety 
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In this July 21, 2016, file photo, entrepreneur Peter Thiel speaks during the final day of the Republi- 


can National Convention in Cleveland. 


average person that's out 
there, says Todd Scorza- 
fava, a certified financial 
planner and partner at Ea- 
gle Rock Wealth Manage- 
ment in East Hanover, New 
Jersey. So what are those 
rules¢ Among other things, 
you'll have to wait until age 
59 '2 to start pulling invest- 
ment income out of your 
Roth IRA; otherwise, it may 
be taxed or penalized. The 
account also has income 
limits, and an annual contri- 
bution limit of $6,000 ($7,000 
if you're 50 or older). Those 
who follow the rules — tech 
billionaires or otherwise — 
reap the Roth's rewards. 
HOW ANYONE MIGHT BEN- 
EFIT FROM A ROTH IRA 


els 3 and Y check marks 
on its website for having 
forward collision warning, 
automatic emergency 
braking, lane departure 
warming and emergency 
brake support. 

That prompted the rat- 
ings groups’ actions. Both 
require electronic safety 
systems for the top safety 
designations. 

But on Tuesday the _ IIHS 
said that it recently com- 
pleted new evaluations of 
the camera-based front 
crash prevention system 
that comes with certain 
Tesla Model 3. vehicles. 
The camera-only system 


With a traditional IRA, con- 
tributions are tax-deduct- 
ible, meaning your taxable 
income will be lower the 
year you make contribu- 
tions. Distributions in retire- 
ment, however, are taxed 
as ordinary income. 

Roth IRAs are funded with 
money that's already been 
taxed, so there's no ad- 
ditional tax deduction on 
contributions. But qualified 
withdrawals in retirement 
are tax-free. This makes 
Roth IRAs an especially at- 
tractive option for savers 
with a long-time horizon, 
Scorzafava says. 

"Yes, a tax deduction now 
sometimes sounds great, 
but is that tax deduction 


earned a superior rating 
for vehicle-to-vehicle front 
crash prevention and an 
advanced rating for pe- 
destrian front crash pre- 
vention. The group said 
that the new ratings mean 
that the 2021 "Top Safety 
Pick Plus" extends to alll 
Model 3s. IIHS hasn't com- 
pleted tests of the 2021 


Tesla Model Y. 
Consumer Reports said 
that due to IIHS' recent 


evaluations of Tesla's new 
camera-based system on 
its Model 3 and Consumer 
Reports’ prior integration of 
IIHS ratings into its recom- 
mendations, it was restor- 
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going to outweigh the 
benefit of a Roth later one" 
Scorzafava says. 

Consider it this way: In the 
early and middle stages of 
your career, you'll likely be 
in a lower tax bracket. So it 
may make sense, Scorza- 
fava says, to contribute 
to a Roth early on. Ideally, 
your investment will grow 
over time, and you can pull 
money out in retirement 
tax-free. 

A PLACE FOR 
GROWTH ASSETS 
The PayPal shares in Thiel's 
Roth IRA grew in a way 
most of us will never see in 
our own Roths. However, 
anyone with a long invest- 
ment timeline — looking at 
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you, 20- and 30-something 
investors — can still use their 
Roths as a holding pen for 
aggressive, high-growth in- 
vestments. 

"Where youre placing your 
assets can make a pro- 
found difference," Scorza- 
fava says. "Where would 
you want to own a high- 
growth company? I'd want 
to own that first in my Roth 
IRA, because the expecta- 
tion of return is supposed to 
be higher, and that's going 
to grow up tax-free." 

A diversified portfolio typi- 
cally includes a mix of 
stocks and bonds: Stocks 
are higher-risk assets that 
often drive bigger returns; 
bonds are  lower-return 
buoys that can help keep 
volatility down. However, 
young investors with de- 
cades until retirement may 
want to stack their portfolio 
with mostly — if not entirely 
— stocks and stock mutual 
funds. A Roth IRA may be 
a perfect place to park 
them. By opening and in- 
vesting through a Roth IRA, 
youre growing your wealth 
over time. Your account 
balance may not have as 
many zeros as Thiel's, but 
the mechanism for accu- 
mulating your own level of 
wealth is the same. Then, 
come retirement, you can 
draw on that accumulated 
wealth, meaning at least 
part of your income would 
go untaxed — just like some 
of the world's richest peo- 


ple. L 
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This Jan. 24, 2021 photo shows unsold 2021 Model 3 sedan ata 
Tesla dealership in Littleton, Colo. 


Associated Press 


ing its Top Pick rating tothe Palo Alto, California, de- 


Model 3. 
Shares of Tesla, based in 


clined about 1.4% in mid- 
day trading.) 
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NASA looks aft Louisiana delta system, eyes global forecasts 


By JANET MCCONNAUGHEY 
Associated Press 

MIKE ISLAND, La. (AP) — Ero- 
sion, sinking land and sea 
rise from climate change 
have killed the Louisiana 
woods where a 41l-year- 
old Native American chief 
played as a child. Not far 
away in the Mississippi Riv- 
er delta system, middle- 
school students can stand 
on islands that emerged 
the year they were born. 
NASA is using high-tech air- 
borne systems along with 
boats and mud-slogging 
work on islands for a $15 
million, five-year study of 
these adjacent areas of 
Louisiana. One is hitched 
to a river and growing; the 
other is disconnected and 
dying. 

Scientists from NASA and a 
half-dozen universities from 
Boston to California aim to 
create computer models 
that can be used with sat- 
ellite data to let countries 
around the world § learn 
which parts of their dwin- 
dling deltas can be shored 
Uo and which are past 
hope. 

"If you have to choose be- 
tween saving an area and 
losing another instead of 
losing everything, you want 
to know where to put your 
resources to work to save 
the livelihood of all the 
people who live there," said 
lead scientist Marc Simard 
of NASA's Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. 

While oceans rise because 
of climate change, the 
world's river deltas — home 
to seafood nurseries and 
more than 300 million peo- 
ple -- are sinking and shrink- 
iNg. 

To figure out where to shore 
Up dying deltas, NASA is 
studying water flowing in 
and out of Louisiana's Atch- 
afalaya and Terrebonne 
basins, sediment carried by 
it, and plants that can slow 
the flow, trap sediment and 
pull carbon from the alr. 
Louisiana holds 40% of 
the nation's wetlands, but 
they're disappearing fast 
-- about 2,000 square miles 
(5,180 square kilometers) 
of the state have been 
lost since the 1930s. That's 
about 80% of the nation's 
wetland losses, according 
to the U.S. Geological Sur- 
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Hog Bayou, part of the Wax Lake Delta in the Atchafalaya Basin, is seen from a plane in St. Mary 


Parish, La., Tuesday, May 25, 2021. 


vey. 
Using two kinds of radar 
and a spectrometer that 
measures more colors than 
the human eye can distin- 
guish, high-altitude NASA 
airplanes have been col- 
lecting information such as 
water height, slope, sedi- 
ment, and the types and 
density of plants. Some 
measurements are as pre- 
cise as a couple of centi- 
meters (less than an inch). 

On boats and islands, sci- 
entists and students from 
across the country take 
samples and measure ev- 
erything from currents to 
diameters of trees. Their 
findings will be used to cali- 
brate the airborne instru- 
ments. 

‘I've been working here 
15 years, and one of the 
toughest parts about work- 
ing in a delta is you can 
only touch one little piece 
of if at any one time and 
Understand one little piece 
of it at one time," said 
Robert Twilley, a profes- 
sor of oceanography and 
coastal sciences at LOUIsi- 
ana State University. "Now 
we have the capability of 
working with NASA to un- 
derstand the entire delta." 

The Mississiop! River drains 
41% of the continental Unit- 
ed States, collecting 150 
million tons (130 million met- 
ric tons) of sediment per 
year. But, largely because 
of flood-prevention levees, 


most sediment shoots into 
the Gulf of Mexico rather 
than settling in wetlands. 
"Deltas are the babies of 
the geological timescale. 
They are very young and 
fragile, in a delicate bal- 
ance of sinking and grow- 
ing," NASA states on the 
Delta-X project website. 

In geological time, young 
means thousands of years. 
On that scale, Louisiana's 
Wax Lake Delta is taking 
its first breaths. It dates to 
1942, when the Army Corps 
of Engineers dug an outlet 
from the lake to reduce 
flood threats to Morgan 
City, about 20 miles (32 ki- 
lometers) away. Sediment 
from the Atchafalaya River 
filled the lake, then began 
creating Islands in the Gulf. 
The new islands are thick 
with black willows and, in 
spring, thigh-high butter- 
weed topped with small 
yellow flowers. 

Older wetlands in areas sur- 
veyed by Delta-X aircraft 
are more diverse, their soil 
rich with humus from gen- 
erations of plants. Along 
nearby Hog Bayou, blue 
buntings and scarlet tana- 
gers dart through mag- 
nolia branches and skinks 
skitter Up trees. In swamps, 
ospreys nest atop bald cy- 
presses and alligators float 
in the water below. 

In addition to working at 
LSU, Twilley has spent about 
nine years as executive 


Associated Press 


director of Louisiana Sea 
Grant College Program, 
which uses the Wax Lake 
Delfa as a classroom for 
middle- and high-school 
students. 

"We take kids and make 
them stand on land that 
was formed the year they 
were born." Twilley said. 

In contrast, the adjacent 
Terrebonne Basin is shrink- 
iNg so rapidly that the gov- 
ernment is paying to move 
the Isle de Jean Charles 
band of Biloxi-Chitimacha- 
Choctaw Indians from a 
vanishing island to higher 
ground. 

That band isn't the only Na- 
tive American group losing 
ground. 

‘The wooded areas we 
used to run through as chil- 
dren -- they're dead," said 
Chief Shirell Parfait-Dardar 
of the Grand Caillou/Dulac 
Band of Biloxi-Chitimacha 
Indians, based less than 50 
miles (80 kilometers) from 
the Wax Lake Delta. 

“Ghost forests" are com- 
mon in degrading deltas 
where salt water intrudes as 
land sinks and erodes, LSU's 
Twilley said. 

Louisiana is considering two 
projects that would divert 
Atchafalaya River = sedi- 
ment to build land in the 
Terrebonne Basin, but a de- 
cision is more than a year 
away, according to the 
state Coastal Restoration 
and Preservation Authority. 
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Delta-X's study gets down- 
right granular. A  Califor- 
nia Institute of Technol- 
ogy team that studies how 
sediment moves and _ is 
deposited on Earth and 
other planets will analyze 
the amounts of sediment 
in high- and low-tide water 
samples, breaking the par- 
ticles down into about 100 
sizes. 

One way LSU researchers 
measure how much land 
has been formed by sedi- 


ment involves © sprinkling 
white feldsoar dust on the 
ground. 


They return fo see how 
deeply it's buried by new 
sediment. They do that by 
injecting liquid nitrogen 
into hollow tubes to freeze 
the dirt and muck around 
them. When the tubes are 
oulled up, the frozen "pop- 
sicles’ show a white ring. 
They measure from there to 
the top. 

In the Terrebonne Basin, 
such sedimentation can't 
keep up with subsidence 
and sea level rise. "Thus the 
wetlands basically drown," 
Twilley said. 

Planes and boats went out 
in March and April and 
will go Out again in fall for 
a second set of measure- 
ments. And two. interna- 
tional satellites are sched- 
uled for launch next year, 
each carrying one of the 
two kinds of radar used 
over Louisiana. 

To gauge how plants affect 
water movement, long- 
wavelengths of L-band 
radar can measure wa- 
ter level changes in open 
and vegetated channels, 
NASA's Simard said. And 
high-frequency Ka-band 
radar can measure sur- 
face height of open wa- 
ter, showing how it slopes 
-- and where it's moving. 
"All of the tools they're 
bringing to bear is really im- 
pressive, said Indiana Uni- 
versity sedimentary geolo- 
gist Douglas Edmonds, who 
is not part of the project but 
has worked with many of 
the researchers. 

"The project itself is putting 
a finger on a really essential 
question for a lot of deltas 
around the world -- how 
this deltaic land is formed 
and what processes take it 
away," he said.) 
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Do you want to sell your 

Time Share in Aruba ? 
Contact Us 36 years in business 
Has transfer over 5000 weeks 
Free Apprasail 

No upfront listing fee 

Handle all legal documents 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 BR Deluxe WK # 25 room # 
2547 

Ocean front $6K 

1 BR WK #26,27 room #2520 
Harbor view $5K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 27 room # 2524 
Harbor View $5 K 

1 BR WK # 24 room # 2301 
Pool/ Ocean View $ 4 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort 

1 BR WK # 27 and 28 room # 
25950 

Friday check in 

First year usage 2021 

Price $4 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Ocean front Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK # 29 , 31 and 32 
room # 4021 

Pool / Ocean view 

Price $8 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean and Surf Club 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $6 K 

2 BR Ocean View $8 K 

2 BR GardenView $7K 

3 BR Ocean View $12 K 

Call: 011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Tierra Del Sol 

Golf Course community gate 
3 bedroom 2 1/2 Bath $450 K 
4 Bedroom 3 Bath with 
pool$700K 

Fully Furnished 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Condo Gold Coast 
Cumminty gate 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath $300 K 
3 Bedroom , 2 Bath $500 K 
Fully Furnished 
Call:011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 BR , 3 1/2 bath $800 K 

2 BR, 2 Bath groundfloor $600K 
2 BR,, 2 Bath 3 rd floor 

$750K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





ROCOCO PLAZA 
FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY 4 July 9am 
ANTIQUESHOP AND 
Daily inside Fleamarket 
OPEN Ma-Z4a 9.30-1 
saturday CHARITY 
MARKET/GarageSale 
start 9@RococoPlaza 
Info whatsap 741-5640 


Condo Oassis 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Top Floor 5th floor 

Fully Furnished 

Price : $ 650 K 

Call: 011297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





In this April 7, 2021 file photo, a Waymo minivan moves along 
a city street as an empty driver's seat and a moving steering 
wheel drive passengers during an autonomous vehicle ride in 
Chandler, Ariz. 

Associated Press 








Downtown 











fee Fime Share Resales + Realty 
| Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
| johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 

also visit(new): 

www. halleyadventures. com 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 
Kibrahacha 
San Nicolas: 
Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


Tel. 583 4908 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


jejeje) ié 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Chris Pratt rises to a blockbuster challenge: Originality 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

Chris Pratt may be a loyal 
star of two of the biggest 
movie franchises of the mo- 
ment, between Marvel and 
"Jurassic World," but even 
he craves something differ- 
ent sometimes. 

| heard the grumblings that 
people were getting tired 
of those things," said Pratt 
in a recent interview. "I felt 
inclined to try to do some- 
thing original." 

That's when Zach Dean's 
scriot for what would be- 
come ‘The Tomorrow War," 
which debuts on Amazon 
Prime Video on Friday, end- 
ed up in his hands. It wasn't 
based ona toy or a comic 
book or a theme park ride. 
There was no ‘brand’ at- 
tached to it or even a best- 
seller sticker. 

Then titled "Ghost Draft,” it 
was a dark and emotional 
sci-fi action epic about a 
generation of people who 
get drafted to go 30 years 
in the future to fight a los- 
ing war against aliens. And 
the production company 
Skydance was already on 
board. 

But they needed a name, 
and Pratt has found him- 
self in a rare position in 
Hollywood where his_ in- 
volvement alone can get 
a movie off the ground. 
So, he attached himself 
to star as Dan Forester, a 
scientist and father of a 
young daughter, who gets 
drafted for the dangerous 
mission. Pratt also decided 
he'd serve as an executive 
oroducer for the first time, 
too, meaning he got to be 
involved in casting, script 
notes and some creative 
decisions. 





This image released by Amazon shows Chris Pratt, from second left, Edwin Hodge and Sam Rich- 
ardson in a scene from "The Tomorrow War." 


And there was a problem 
they needed to deal with 
immediately: "Ghost Draft" 
was way too dark. 

‘It was ‘Children of Men’ 
and then some," said direc- 
tor Chris McKay. 

"It made ‘Children of Men’ 
look like a comedy," Pratt 
added. 

If they were going to get 
more than $20 million to 
make it and feasibly attract 
the whole family to a the- 
ater, they'd need fo lighten 
it up a little: Less hopeless 
dystopia, more ‘"Indepen- 
dence Day.’ 

It's part of the reason "Ro- 
bot Chicken" alum McKay, 
who also directed ‘The 
LEGO Batman Movie," cast 
people like "Veep's" Sam 
Richardson, "Mr. Show's" 
Mary Lynn Rajskub and The 
Birthday Boys’ Mike Mitch- 
ell in supporting roles. They 
are, he said, ‘comedy gen- 


(Frank Masi/Amazon via Associated Press) 


erators.. 

"| like movies like ‘Aliens’ 
where youve got sus- 
pense, you've got action, 
but you've also got people 
who are having real hvu- 
man reactions to things 
and there's situational or 
character-based humor,’ 
McKay said. 

And there's the dramatic 
element of the family stakes 
with an estranged father 
(J.K. Simmons) and a lov- 
ing family (Betty Gilpin and 
Ryan Kiera Armstrong) he's 
leaving behind unwillingly. 
For McKay, who is making 
his live-action directorial 
debut, the opportunity to 
blend scope and heart was 
a dream. 

"| was a genre kid. | grew 
Up on John Carpenter, Ste- 
ven Spielberg, Joe Dante, 
George Miller, Kathryn Big- 
elow, James Cameron. 
Those are the movies that 


made me want to be a 
filmmaker," he said. "(This) 
has it has a scale of the 
kinds of things that | loved 
as a kid." 

And he and Pratt got to go 
all-out, having their "Star 
Wars’ in Tunisia’ moment, 
shooting on location on oll 
rigs and glaciers instead 
of primarily on studio lots 
in front of green screens. 
It didn't make things any 
easier on them: In Iceland, 
they got the distinction of 
being the first people ever 
to put a crane on one of 
the glaciers, only feet away 
from a particularly harrow- 
ing cliffs edge with a 3,000 
foot drop. But they hope 
it gives the film a different 
feel than something entire- 
ly generated on the com- 
outer. 

If it seems a little epic for 
Qa streaming service, it's 
because if is (or at least 


an outlier). "The Tomorrow 
War' was, Up until the post- 
production phase, going 
to be a big theatrical re- 
lease from Paramount Pic- 
tures. But like many studio 
films during the pandemic, 
it was sold to Amazon (this 
one in a deal worth a re- 
ported $200 million). McKay 
said great pains were tak- 
en to ensure that the sound 
mix and coloring would 
feel as close to a theatrical 
release as possible. He likes 
that Amazon subscribers all 
over the world will have im- 
mediate access to it Friday. 
Pratt is back in Los Ange- 
les with his wife, Kather- 
ine Schwarzenegger, and 
10-month-old daughter 
after soending much of 
last year shooting "Jurassic 
World: Dominion" in the U.K. 
And he's proud of "The To- 
morrow War" and being in 
a position to help films that 
he wants to see get made. 
| feel a little bit more like it's 
my baby ina way than | do 
on other films," he said. 

"For so long, any role that | 
got was the result of some- 
one else saying yes to me. 
Now I'm in this rare soace 
where if I'm doing a role, 
it's because I've said yes. 
And that is really cool. And 
| don’t know how long that 
will last or when it will end, 
but until it does I'm going to 
do the things that | want to 
do. And this is a perfect ex- 
ample of the kind of thing 
that | wanted to do. It's big 
and commercial. And it's 
fun and it's moving," Pratt 
added. "We want to make 
big a big splash and we 
want people to think that 
this is the coolest movie 
they've seen in years. And | 
think that's what we did.'"L] 








A cubist female bust by the Spanish painter Picasso, left, and 
a 1905 representational oil painting of a riverside windmill by 
the Dutch painter Mondrian are displayed by police officers, in 
Athens during a press conference, on Tuesday, June 29, 2021. 

Associated Press 


Greek construction worker arrested 
for Picasso work theft 


By DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
A painting donated to 
Greece by Pablo Picasso 
will go back on display at 
the newly renovated Na- 
tional Gallery in Athens fol- 
lowing its recovery more 
than nine years after if was 
stolen and the arrest of a 
49-year-old — construction 
worker as a suspect. 


Authorities said Tuesday 
that Picasso's “Woman's 
Head" and a work by the 
Dutch master Piet Mondri- 
an, 'Stammer Mill with Sum- 
mer House," were stolen in 
January 2012 from the Na- 
tional Gallery in Athens. 

They were recovered, 
wrapped in plastic sheets 
and hidden in a dry river 
bed outside Athens after 
the susopect was detained 


for questioning. 

“Recovering the works of 
Picasso and Mondrian is a 
major success,” Public Or- 
der Minister Michalis Chriso- 
choidis said. “The police 
worked systematically, in a 
collaborative and creative 
way, and they should be 
commended for that. At 
the new National Gallery, 
the (paintings) will be given 
the place they deserve.”) 
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Cav is back! Cavendish posts 31st Tour stage win 


FOUGERES, France (AP) — 
This time, they were happy 
Tears. 

In October last year, Mark 
Cavendish posted an in- 
significant 74th place at 
the Belgian classic Gent- 
Wevelgem. Depressed and 
dejected, with his contract 
with the Bahrain McLar- 
en team almost over, the 
sprinter from the Isle of Man 
suggested in an emotional 
post-race interview it could 
well have been his final 
race. 

On Tuesday at the Tour de 
France, the tears of sad- 
ness made way for those of 
happiness after the "Manx 
Missile" posted a 31st stage 
win at cycling's biggest 
event. 

“Just being here is spe- 
cial enough. | didn't think 
| would ever get fo come 
back fo this race," said 
Cavendish, the greatest 
sprinter in the race's history. 
The 36-year-old veteran sat 
on the road and cried af- 
ter his triumph in the fourth 
stage. He was congratu- 
lated by teammates, who 
worked hard in the stage 
finale to put Cavendish in 
an excellent position for the 
sprint. 

"You just see what a great 
team this is. You've got 
the green jersey, the world 
champion Julian = Ala- 
philippe Coming to do the 
final pull just to try to catch 
the breakaway, putting 


De Boer quits as Netherlands coach after loss to Czechs 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Frank de Boer quit 
as coach of the Nether- 
lands on Tuesday following 
the team's elimination from 
the European Champion- 
ship. 

The Dutch lost to the Czech 
Republic 2-0 on Sunday in 
the round of 16 after win- 
ning their first three group 
matches at Euro 2020. De 


Boer and the Dutch soccer 


federation had set a goal 
of reaching at least the 
quarterfinals. 

"| have decided not to 
continue as _ national 
coach," De Boer said in a 
statement released by the 
federation. "The goal was 





Britain's Mark Cavendish, with Solvakia's Peter Sagan on his side, celebrates as he crosses the fin- 
ish line to win the fourth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 150.4 kilometers (93.5 miles) 
with start in Redon and finish in Fougeres, France, Tuesday, June 29, 2021. 


everything in," Cavendish 
said. "So many people 
didn't believe in me but 
these guys do.’ 

After all the doubts about 
his future, Cavendish se- 
cured a new contract with 
his former Deceuninck- 
Quick Step team. He con- 
vinced manager Patrick 
Lefevere he could perform 
at the top level again but 
he was not expected to 
ride at the Tour and did 
not train specifically for the 
three-week race. 

He received a last-minute 
call-up earlier this month, 


not reached, that is clear." 
De Boer faced fierce criti- 
cism after the loss to the 
Czechs because of his de- 
cision to abandon the tra- 
ditional Dutch formation of 
four defenders, three mid- 
fielders and three forwards. 
De Boer had only been in 
the job since September. 
He took over from Ronald 
Koeman after he left fo join 
Barcelona. 

De Boer said pressure on 
him since the loss had in- 
creased "and that is not a 
healthy situation for me or 
the squad" as it prepares 
to resume qualifying for 
next year's World Cup. The 
Netherlands will play at 
Norway on Sept. 1 in Oslo. 
De Boer was appointed to 


as a replacement for Sam 
Bennett, the best sprinter of 
last years Tour. 

‘Three weeks ago | would 
not have imagined this," 
said Cavendish, who is 
back at the Tour for the first 
time since 2018. 

Lefevere's bet paid off 
in the town of Fougeres, 
where Cavendish had al- 
ready won in 2015. With 
a perfectly timed burst of 
soeed — he reached an 
average speed of 63 kph 
(39 mph) in the last 500 me- 
ters — Cavendish edged 
Frenchman Nacer  Bou- 


the Dutch job about two 
months after he left Atlan- 
ta United following a poor 
re-start to the MLS season, 
with the team losing all 
three of its group games 
at the MLS Is Back tourna- 
ment in Florida. 

De Boer had a successful 
start to his management 
career at Ajax, winning 
four straight league titles 
from 2011-14. 

But he was fired in 2016 af- 
ter only 85 days in charge 
of Inter Milan and lasted 
just 10 weeks at Crystal Pal- 
ace in 2017 before being 
ousted after the team lost 
its first four Premier League 
games without scoring a 
goal. 

No replacement was im- 


Associated Press 


hanni and Jasper Philiosen 
of Belgium. 

Cavendish is second on 
the all-time list for the most 
stage wins behind Belgian 
great Eddy Merckx on 34. 
Cavendish's previous stage 
win dated back to 2016. 
Cavendish took a break 
from cycling after being di- 
agnosed with the Epstein- 
Barr virus for the second 
time in 2018. The former 
world champion enjoyed 
Qa resurgence earlier this 
season with five stage wins 
after returning to Deceun- 
inck-Quick Step. 


Mathieu van der Poel kept 
the race leaders yellow 
jersey with an_ eight-sec- 
ond lead over Alaphilippe 
ahead of Wednesday's first 
time trial. 

Riders staged a_ protest 
at the start of the 150.4-ki- 
lometer (93.4-mile) — flat 
stage to complain about 
perceived dangerous rac- 
ing conditions after a flurry 
of crashes in the previous 
days reignited the issue of 
road safety. 

Having left the town of Re- 
don in the western Brittany 
region to start Stage 4, the 
oeloton rode at a moder- 
ate pace and all riders got 
off their bikes after about 
one kilometer. They waited 
silently for about a min- 
ute before hitting the road 
again. 

After the crash-filled Stage 
3, several riders have criti- 
cized race organizers for 
setting up what they con- 
sidered a dangerous finale 
to a Tour stage, especially 
in the early days of the 
race when nervousness Is 
at its highest level. 

An early breakaway 
formed soon after the pro- 
test as Tour debutant Bret 
Van Moer and Pierre-Luc 
Perichon moved away 
from the pack. They col- 
laborated well and had 
a maximum lead of more 
than three minutes before 
the peloton stepped up 
the pace.) 





Netherlands' manager Frank de Boer, center, holds his head 
after the Euro 2020 soccer championship round of 16 match 
between Netherlands and Czech Republic at the Ferenc Pus- 
kas stadium in Budapest, Hungary, Sunday, June 27, 2021. 
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mediately announced for 


De Boer. 
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‘Sad story’: An aes serena Williams | is out of Wimbledon 


By CHRIS LEHOURITES 

AP Sports Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Serena Williams bit her 
Upper lip. She held her left 
hand over her mouth and 
tied to hold back tears 
while getting ready to 
serve. 

It was the first set of her first- 
round match Tuesday at 
Wimbledon, and Williams 
knew this stay at a tourna- 
ment where she has won 
seven of her 23 Grand Slam 
singles titles was about to 
end because she _ injured 
her left leg when she lost 
her footing behind a base- 
line. 

Moments later, her legs 
buckled as she tried to 
change directions to chase 
a shot by her opponent, 
100th-ranked = Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich of Belarus. Wil- 
liams dropped to her knees, 
her head down on the 
grass. She used her racket 
to helo her stand, but only 
so she could limp to the net 
to concede — just the sec- 
ond mid-match retirement 
at any Grand Slam tourna- 
ment of her career and first 
since 1998. 

"She's a great champion,’ 
Sasnovich said, “and it's (a) 
sad story." 

Roger Federer surely articu- 
lated a common sentiment 
when told by a reporter 
what happened to WiIl- 
liams. 

"Oh, my God," he said. "I 
can't believe itt." 

Williams was serving while 
leading 3-1 at Centre Court 
— where the retractable 
roof was shut because of 
rain that forced the post- 
ponement of two dozen 
matches until Wednes- 
day — when her left shoe 
seemed to lose its traction 
while she was hitting a fore- 
hand. 

Williams winced and 
stepped gingerly between 
points, clearly troubled. Af- 
ter dropping that game, 
she asked to visit with a 
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Serena Williams of the US falls to the ground during the women's singles first round match against 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich of Belarus on day two of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, 


Tuesday June 29, 2021. 


trainer and took a medical 
timeout. 

She tried to continue play- 
ing. The crowd tried to of- 
fer support and encour- 


agement. Eventually, the 
39-year-old American 
couldn't continue. The 


chair umpire climbed down 
to check on her, and they 
walked together up to the 
net; the score was 3-all, 15- 
30 when Williams stopped. 
Williams, who began the 
match with her right thigh 
heavily taped, raised her 
racket with right arm and 
out her leff palm on her 
chest. Then she waved to 
the spectators. 

Officially, this goes in the 
books as only the second 
first-round Grand Slam exit 
of Williams’ career. The oth- 
er came at the 2012 French 
Open, where she was beat- 
en by Virginie Razzano. 
Shortly after that, Williams 
teamed up with coach 
Patrick Mouratoglou and 
began accumulating ma- 
jors to eclipse Steffi Graf's 
orofessional era record of 
22 and move within one 
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of Margaret Court's all-era 
mark of 24. 

"All the best for her," said 
Sasnovich, who reached 
the fourth round at Wim- 
bledon in 2018 for her best 
Grand Slam result. 

Williams’ departure makes 
a wide-open women's 
draw even more so. As it 
was, defending champion 
Simona Halepo and _ four- 
time major champ Naomi 
Osaka withdrew before the 
tournament started. 

And so, even as her 40th 
birthday approaches _ in 
September, Williams was 
among the top contena- 
ers. With her best-in-the- 
game serve and stinging 
groundstrokes, she had 
made it to the past four 
finals when she entered 
Wimbledon — winning in 
2015 and 2016, missing the 
tournament while preg- 
nant in 2017, then finishing 
as the runner-up in 2018 
and 2019 (if was canceled 
last year because of the 
pandemic). 

Williams was hardly the first 
player to find it difficult to 
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deal with the slick grass 
over the first two days of 
main-draw play. 

In the match that preced- 
ed hers in the main sta- 
dium, eight-time Wimble- 
don champion’ Federer 
advanced when his oppo- 
nent, Adrian Mannarino, 
hurt his right leg late in the 
fourth set when he tumbled 
near the same spot Wil- 
liams did. 

Federer was trailing two 
sets to one, but ahead 4-2 
in the fourth, when Man- 
narino fell. He tried to con- 
tinue but dropped eight of 
nine points when they re- 
sumed and called if quits. 
“Obviously,' Federer ac- 
knowledged, "he was the 
better player.’ 

Novak Djokovic fell twice in 
the first set of his first-round 
victory Monday at Centre 
Court, too. 

| do feel it feels a tad more 
slippery, Maybe, under the 
roof. | don't know if it's just 
a gut feeling. You do have 
TO move very, very care- 
fully out there. If you push 
too hard in the wrong mo- 
ments, you do go down,’ 
Federer said. "| do feel it's 
drier during the day. With 
the wind and all that stuff, 
it takes the moist out of the 
grass. But this is obviously 
terrible." 

It was, by far, the most sig- 
nificant develooment Tues- 
day, when the winners in- 
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cluded Williams’ older sister, 
41-year-old Venus, | 7-year- 
old Coco Gauff, reigning 
French Open champion 
Barbora Krejcikova and 
No. 1 seed Ash Barty in the 
women's bracket, and No. 
2 Daniill Medvedev, No. 4 
Alexander Zverev and No. 
10 Denis Shapovalov in the 
men's. 

Sebastian Korda — a 
20-year-old American 
whose father, Petr, won the 
1998 Australian Open and 
whose sisters, No. 1-ranked 
Nelly and No. 13 Jessica, 
are on the LPGA Tour — 
made a successful Wimble- 
don debut, eliminating No. 
15 seed Alex de Minaur 6-3, 
6-4, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (5). 

Venus Willlams accumu- 
lated 10 aces by smacking 
serves at up to 114 mph — 
not quite like the old days, 
but not too shabby, either. 
She drove forehands to 
corners. She made her way 
to the net for crisp volleys. 
And when it was all over, 
she celebrated her first 
Wimbledon match win 
since 2018 by raising her 
arms and yelling "Come 
on!" before reprising her fa- 
miliar smile-and-twirl wave 
at No. 3 Court. 

A five-time singles champli- 
on at the All England Club 
who is making her 23rd 
appearance here, the el- 
der Williams sister began 
her record-extending 90th 
Grand Slam tournament 
with her 90th career victory 
at Wimbledon, beating Mi- 
haela Buzarnescu of Roma- 
nia 7-5, 4-6, 6-3. 

Venus Williams is a former 
No. l-ranked player who 
came into this week ranked 
111th and having lost in the 
first or second round aft the 
past eight majors. That in- 
cluded a first-round exit 
in 2019 at the All England 
Club against a then-15- 
year-old Gauff. 

"You can't win them alll. Life 
is about how you handle 
challenges. Each point is 
a challenge on the court. 
No one gives you any- 
thing," said Venus Williams, 
who was diagnosed a de- 
cade ago with Sjogren's 
syndrome, an autoimmune 
disease that can cause fa- 
tigue and joint pain. "I like 
to think | handle my chal- 
lenges well.") 


